
REVELATION’S TESTIMONY OF JESUS
The Bible is clear that all Christian believers have spiritual gifts—special abilities that God has given 

them to help in the work of carrying the gospel to the whole world. Every Christian has at least one gift, 

and no Christian has none. Lists of these gifts may be found in passages such as Ephesians 4:11, 12; 1 

Corinthians 12:8-11; and Romans 12:6-8.

As the world rapidly approaches the end of history, these gifts will enable the church to fulfi ll its mandate 

to bring the everlasting gospel to the entire world. This, of course, angers the devil, who is portrayed in 

Revelation 12:17 as a dragon who is angry with those who:

• Keep the commandments of God, and

• Have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

What does the expression “the testimony of Jesus Christ” mean? The Bible offers a key to understanding this 

mysterious expression. In Revelation 19:10, “the testimony of Jesus” is defi ned as “the spirit of prophecy” 

and the angel identifi es John s “brethren” as those who have “the testimony of Jesus.” In Revelation 22:9,

the angel identifi es John s “brethren” as those who are prophets. In 1 Corinthians 1:6, 7, Paul identifi es the 

“testimony of Christ” as a spiritual gift. When we put all the evidence together, it is easy to determine what “the 

testimony of Jesus” is. It is an expression used in the Bible to refer to a particular spiritual gift that is very active 

in the last days—the gift of prophecy. This gift appears in virtually all of the lists of gifts in the Bible.

But how can you tell whether or not somebody has the genuine gift of prophecy? There are enough nutcases 

running around to make you wonder. Jesus warned us in Matthew 24:24 that there would be a proliferation of 

false prophets in the last days—some of which will be so convincing that even Christians might fall for them! 

We have a right—and even a duty—to be suspicious of anybody who claims to have heard from God. The 

marketplace is literally fl ooded with people who claim to be receiving special information from God: psychics, 

fortune tellers, aura readers, clairvoyants and even a few misguided “Christians.” 

How can you tell the difference between the genuine gift of prophecy and a counterfeit? Fortunately, the Bible 

gives us some tests to apply and characteristics to watch for:

1. Accuracy. Someone with a genuine prophetic gift will have an accuracy rate of 100 percent, because God 

is never wrong. Unless a prophecy is specifi cally conditional (like Jonah s prophecy that Nineveh would be 

destroyed), it must come to pass without fail.

This rules out so-called prophets like Nostradamus, who out of 449 major prophecies only managed to get 41 

right—an accuracy rate of about nine percent! It is simply not good enough. Nostradamus  inspiration did not 

come from God. (And if it didn t come from God, where do you suppose it came from? There s a good reason 

God forbids the psychic arts. See Deuteronomy 18:10-12, for example.)
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Deuteronomy 18:22 and Jeremiah 28:9 make it clear that if somebody has a genuine prophetic gift, when 

that person says “such and such” is defi nitely going to come to pass, you can count on it.

2. Agreement with the Bible. There are people who claim to have the prophetic gift who also say that the 

Bible is inaccurate or that their own writings somehow supersede Scripture. Deuteronomy 13:1 and Isaiah 

8:20 strongly disagree. If somebody has the real gift of prophecy, they will not contradict what the Bible says. 

The Bible—and the Bible only—is the rule of faith for the Christian. If God speaks to somebody, He is not 

going to point them in a direction the Bible forbids. He won t tell them to break His law, either.

(There is an interesting connection made between breaking God s law and losing the prophetic gift in 

Lamentations 2:9 [not covered in the lecture]. It seems that when Israel s apostasy got really bad, God 

suspended the gift of prophecy. Why? Because God won t work with a prophet who doesn t respect His Word!)

3. Dreams and visions. The Bible is clear: God does not speak to people through tarot cards, tea leaves or 

crystal balls. His appointed method, as mentioned in Numbers 12:6 and Joel 2:28, is through dreams and 

visions.

4. Breathing. A real prophet doesn t breathe in vision, according to Daniel 10:16, 17. Daniel s experience 

in vision was that he became very weak and quit breathing. If somebody claims to be having a vision from God, 

try pinching his or her nostrils shut!

5. Supernatural strength. According to Daniel s experience in Daniel 10:18, after Daniel fell to the 

ground, an angel came, picked him up and strengthened him. Those who exhibit the real gift of prophecy have 

been known to exhibit unusual feats of strength.

In order for somebody to qualify for the real gift of prophecy, he or she needs to meet all of the above tests. 

This is God s way of protecting us from counterfeits. It is not enough to simply ignore everybody who claims 

to have the gift; the Bible tells us in 1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 to “quench not the Spirit. Despise not 

prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”

God challenges us to put so-called prophets to the test, because sometimes, it is real. Does it still happen? We 

have no choice but to believe that it does, because the Bible is clear. It is a real gift of the Spirit—but we must 

be exceptionally cautious about it and never stray from using the Bible as our only rule of faith. There are lots 

of things going on in the name of Christianity today that people claim are genuine spiritual gifts. Not all of them 

are, and that is why Jesus warned us to be very careful. When someone claims to have a gift from God, test it 

with your Bible!


